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Press Release

The Population and Immigration Authority Maintains the Law in Israel
Will File Charges Against Directors in Companies Employing Foreign Experts and Workers

Illegally

The Population and Immigration Authority is significantly increasing enforcement against Israeli
companies who illegally employ experts and foreign workers.

At a conference that was held today {Tuesday}, initiated by Israel- America Chamber of
Commerce with cooperation of Kan - Tor & Acco Law firm, said Mr. Amos Attiya, Southern
Region Director of the Enforcement Administration "We shall enforce the law more forcefully and no
company will be privileged when found to be employing foreign experts under a tourist visa. Over the
years we have shown consideration towards the companies, however reality shows that employers are not
cooperating and as proof, the last incident of a large and respected organization, during which we
removed about 20 experts who were caught working under a tourist visa. Directors are also exposed and
apart from legal sanctions taken against the company we intend to file charges against them as well".
During the last few years there have been an ever increasing number of foreign experts coming
to Israel as tourists without a work permit, mostly on behalf of leading Israeli companies and
international companies. Consequently, the Population and Immigration Authority in Israel have
recently significantly increased its awareness and compliance among Israeli companies that
employ foreign workers without work permits as required by regulations. Most experts coming
to Israel engage in the following infrastructure: gas, oil and heavy engineering as well as taking
part in activities of multinational high-tech companies.

According to Deputy Director of Service for employers within the Population Authority Mr. Joel
Lifovicki who is responsible for issuing the work permits: " the companies need to understand the
message by which only foreigners with exceptional expertise will be granted a work visa, and only after the
Ministry of Labor confirms that no local Israeli worker can undertake such a position. The actual risk that
companies are taking is enormous, since apart from the legal sanctions imposed on the Company and its
directors, a company or a factory that will be found to be employing workers without a work permit will
face difficulties in obtaining work permits in the future. The meaning of such result can be quite acute for
him. "
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Attiya also stated that "a few months ago the authority inspectors visited "Rotem" power station.
During the audit it was found that alongside dozens of foreign experts who were staying legally at the site,
the company has brought to Israel a few dozen foreign employees without the correct work permits. All
employees who were caught staying at the work site without permits were detained, interrogated, and
arrested until their removal from Israel. During the audit, it appeared that one of the employees who was
detained turned out to be a highly senior director at the company's headquarters and had come to Israel for
a few days."

According to Mr. Attiya: "The capability to detect foreign employees is greater than ever, also due to the
fact that we have combined all operations and activities of all the government's agencies dealing with these
matters, under the Population and Immigration Authority. Due to synchronization of all its computerize
systems, our intelligence capability significantly refined. Almost after each arrest the consul or the
ambassador of the foreign expert's country turns to us, and despite the unpleasantness -it does not affect
our policy to implement the law and deport the experts who do not work"

According to Advocate Amit Acco, a partner at Kan -Tor & Acco Law firm: "The process for
obtaining work permits for foreign expert has decreased dramatically, and the chances are that it will be
granted, subject to proof that there is a real need to bring foreign workers to Israel."

Advocate Tsvi Kan -Tor who serves as the chairperson of the Permit Committee at the Israel-
America Chamber of Commerce stated that: "the committee maintains close contact with the
representatives of the Population Authority in order to adjust the procedures and regulations to suit
modern times and this is with connection to the maximum period of stay which is now 63 months and also
for the establishment of a procedure that will permit bringing foreign experts for several days in at short
notice. "
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